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ric Name City Hall & War Memorial

5 Present City Hall
Original Same

{ Construction 1932
¢ Building Permit
Form Georgian Revival

Archutect/Builder Collens, Willis & Beckonert
{Landscape) Olmsted Brothers

Exterior Materials:
Foundation Cut Stone

Wall/Trnm Brick
Roof Slate

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures None

Major Alterations (with dates) None

Condition Good

Moved No
i Acreage432,308 Sq Feet
Recorded by Joseph P. Cornish Setting Park Grounds Overlooking Small

b b Pond Formed By Damming Site.
Organization Boston University ALY Bk
Date (month/vear } QOctober, 1997 BAR 161709
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BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Describe architectural features, Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms
of other buildings within the community.

Newton City Hall is a monumental example of institutional Georgian Revival design that also
accommodaies the function of War Memorial, The patriotic associations of the style also made it
particularly popular for town and city halls in the 20th century. Here, even the Aldermonic Chamber is
based on a famous Colonial model: Independence Hall in Philadelphia. The War Memorial facadeconsisis of
a raised central section with a pedimented pottico and crowning cupota, It is flanked by hip roof wings, The
City Hall facadets similar, but fess monumental in the smaller scale of its portico and copola. Pedimented
entry porticos are also located on the side clevations, along with large arched windows in the War Memorial
section, and arched windows on the second floor of the City Hall section. The building is greatty enhanced
by ils picturesque landscape, which was designed by Olmsted Brothers. In 1997 a new balerstrade of
unpaittted lead coated copper was instatled around the roofline of the building. Historic photographs at the
Jackson Homestead which date from 1946 prove that the balustrade was originally painted white,

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

Describe the history of the building. Explain its associations with local {or state)
history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the ownerloccupants played
within the commnunity,

When Newton became a city in 1873, the old town hall on Washington street in West Newton was
refurbished and became the City Hall. This building served for 59 vears and was not replaced wniil 1932
when the new City Hall al the comner of Watnut Street and Commonwealth Avenue was built. The new
building had & dual function, serving as & memorial to veterans and soldiers who died in World War 1, ns
well as providing new guarters for the City Hall. Two comerstones, one for the City Hall and one {or the
War Memorial were laid on Anmistice Day, November 11, 1931, Formal dedication of the combined
buildings took place on November 11, 1932, The design was executed by the firm of Allen and Colfens,
whose principle architect, Charles Collens, lived at 200 Dudley Road in Newton Centre. Olmsted Brothers
of Brookline designed the building’s park-fike sefting.

The city had received permission from the legislature to borrow outside the debt Hmit in order to construct
the building. Although some felt that construction of such a lurge building during the Depression scemed
unwise, Mayor Weeks rebutted criticism of the praject citing the fact that such a public works project
would relieve uncmplovment; 80% of the men working on the project were Newlon residents. In his
remarks at the dedication, Wecks stated that the location of the City Hail near the geographical conter of the
city was quite fitting, and that it would mitigate the sectionalism which was sometimes upparcal between
the various villages,

Newton City Hall won the J. Harelston Parker award of the Boston Society. of Architects in 1936 for the
most beawtiful building of that period.

BIBLIOGGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Buitding Department Records
Newton Graphic August 16, 1931

Listed on the National Register of Histarie Places.

NISAA
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Newton City Hall and War Memorial possesses integrity of locativn, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association. Constructed in 1931-32, it isa significant reflection of
Newton's growth as o ¢ity and of civic pride. The monumental Georgian Revival style structure which
served the dual function of City Hall/War Memorial, is also an important work of architecturs.
Designed by the noted firm of Allen & Collens, Newton City Hall won the Boston Society of Architect's
coveted | Harelston Parker Award in 1936 for the most beantiful building of that peciod. Finally, the
building is enhanced by its park-like setting designed by Olmsted Brothers of Brookline. The Newton
City Hall and War Memorial thus meets criteria A & Cof the NRHP

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.
Newton City Hall is a2 monumental example of institutional Georgian Revival design that
also accommodates the function of War Memorial. The patriotic associations of the style
made it particularly popular for town and city halls in the 20th century. Here, even the.
Aldermanic Chamber is based on a famous Colonial model: Independence Hall in
Philadelphia, The War Memoriaf side (W) of the imposing brick structure consists of a
raised central section with a massive pedimented portico and crowning steeple.
Appearing diminutive in comparison, are {lanking three bay wings trimmed with quoins
and baulistrades around their hip roofs. The City Hall side (E) is similiar, but with
different proportions and far less grandiose partico and steeple. Here the quatrastyle
portico is cenlered on an eleven bay facade articulated with guoins and entablature,
{see continuation sheet)
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.
When Newton became a City in 1873, the old town hall on Washington Street in West
Newton was refurbished and became the City Hall. This building served for 59 yvears and
was not replaced until 1932 when the new City Hall at the corner of Walnut Street and
Commonwealth Avenue was built. The new building had a duval function, serving as a
memorial to veterans and soldiers who died in World War 1, as well as providing new
quarters for the City Hall. Two cornerstones, one for the City Hall and one for the War
Memorial, weie laid on Acmistice Day, November 11, 1931 and {ormal dedication of the
combined buildings took place November 11, 1932. Use of the ten acre, triangular site
between Commonwealth Avenue and Walnut and Homer Streets was particularly
challenging as the dual function of the building demanded two major facades. The desian
was exectited by the firm of Allen and Collens, whose principle architect Charles Collens
lived at 200 Dudley Road in Newton Centre, Allen and Coltens were particularly well
known in the fields of coliegiate and ecclesiastical architecture with buildings at

{see continuation sheet)

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Building Department Records 1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton Graplife 8/16/31, Boston Society of Architects Archives

8/85




INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Newton, MA‘MRA,

NWT.2891

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Commmity: Newton

{Newton Cenire)

Form No:
NC-041

Property Name: Newton City Hall &
War Memorial

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONT.}

Multi-pane sash are set in'rectangular openings at the first story and arched openings
with keystones at the second. The flanking wings are identical to those of the west
elevation, but project here to form a U-plan and do not appear dwarfed by the central
gompaosition. Pedimented entry porticos are also located on ihe side elevationg which are
trealed with large arched windows in the War Memorial section. The building is greatly
enhanced by its Olmsted Brothers designed landscape which was intended to soften the
effect of the building. The pond in front of the City Hall side, which provides a reflection
of thal elevation is especially effective.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONT.)

Middlebury, Williams and Vassar to their credit, as well as imporiant churches such as
Riverside Church in New York. In Newton they also designed the Second Church of
Newton {1915-16, WN-0124). Oimsted Brothers of Brookline provided the park-like
sefting, completing development of the site,

The city had received permission from the lepislature to horrow outside the debt limit 10
order to construct the building, Although some felt that construction of such a large
building during the depression seemed unwise, Mayor Weeks rebutted criticism of the
project citing the fact the President Hoover urged public works projects to relieve
unemployment and noted that 80% of the men working on the project were Newion
residents. In his remarks at the dedication, Weeks said that location of the city hall near
the geographical center of the city was quite fitling and that it should mitigate the
sectionalistn which was sometimes apparent between the various villages, 1n 1936,
Newton City Hall and War Memorial won the ). Harelston Parker Award of the Boston
Society of Architects which deemed it the most beautiful building of that period.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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